
Architecture shapes experience.  We build what we are.  We are what we build.  But how 
should we shape architecture to shape this experience?

This studio is about the experience of place.  It combines a seemingly simple project 
typology---a little lodge to house voluntary workers who will assist the archeologists at an 
(imagined) archeological dig at Paisano Peak outside Marfa, Texas, in country that’s a rich 
layering of land, sky, light, man, and making characterized by the singularity and intensity of 
the opportunities it provides to define experience through architecture.  We will explore the 
various resources we can use (the pragmatic contingencies of program and utility, site and 
climate, tectonics and craft; the promptings of our memories and intuitions; our study of the 
past, involvement in the present and hopes for the future) to create an architecture that will 
shape this experience from the largest conceptual level to the smallest physical detail.

powerful landscape >> powerful architecture >> powerful experience

The project will have a reception point in Marfa, from which visitors will be driven to their 
living facilities at Paisano Peak.  The lodge will contain spaces for individual/collective 
daily living, eating, and sleeping.  It will be the locus for the complete experience of the 
landscape in its totality.  Although the general outline of the program has been established, 
students will participate in the progamming process and be able to shape the project 
according to their research discoveries and particular interests.  The intent is to produce 
highly individualized projects, based on sound architectural conclusions that are well-
thought-out and passionately held.

This is a reality-based studio, dedicated to exploring how architects can use our skills to 
conceive buildings that create new realities.  Architecture must be the result of a rigorously 
investigative process.  Throughout, the focus will be on the practice of architectural 
decision-making, which enables studio members to evolve from irresponsible opinion to 
true responsible judgement, equipping them with the ability to detect and avoid chance and 
arbitrariness to arrive at rational clarity and intellectual order.

In the early stages of the project, the studio will be organized in groups for research, case 
studies, and site investigation which will identify a shared conceptual framework to be used 
by all studio members.  Once this shared foundation has been laid, students will work in 
two-person teams and the emphasis will shift to intensive desk crits and meetings between 
the team and the professor as each team’s own concepts are identified, researched, 
assessed, and developed.  The goal will be to foster a creative process that is consistent 
and controlled while the work created is fresh and surprising.

Prospective studio members may contact David Woodhouse at d.woodhouse@
woodtinarch.com with questions.  The work of his firm, Woodhouse Tinucci Architects, may 
be seen at www.woodtinarch.com.
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