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 In many ways, the Mixed-use development 
represents an optimal approach for people to live 
in cities.  As the need to densify our population 
for spatial, economic, and environmental reasons 
grows, mixed-use developments provide a way to 
integrate daily life in a way that combines functions 
and amenities that are desirable for city living.  
However, the current concept of mixed-use mostly 
incorporates residential with office and/or other 
commercial functions such as retail.  This leaves 
one of the main pillars of zoning, Industrial, out of 
the mix.

Mixing in Industry
A new type of Mixed-use Development

 This semester the design problem that the studio will be investigating is how to create a new type of mixed-use 
development.  The City of Chicago currently has 15 districts that are zoned for manufacturing, several of which are in 
desirable, growing neighborhoods.  As defined in the Chicago Zoning Ordinance the Planned Manufacturing District 
(PMD) is intended to: foster the city’s industrial base; maintain the city’s diversified economy for the general welfare of its 
citizens; strengthen existing manufacturing areas that are suitable in size, location and character; encourage industrial 
investment, modernization, and expansion by providing for stable and predictable industrial environments; and help plan 
and direct programs and initiatives to promote growth and development of the city’s industrial employment base.  
 However, with decline of old industry stalwarts, the PMD has generally become counterproductive and large 
portions of these districts now sit vacant. In recent years there has been a sort of renaissance of manufacturing at the 
local level.  Businesses such as local breweries, coffee roasters, urban farms, etc. bring a vital new type of local, clean 
manufacturing to the city that can be used in a different way than is currently considered.  The studio will be tasked 
designing a development within one of the PMD’s to accommodate manufacturing along with residential, retail, and 
possibly an Anaerobic Digester (which takes organic waste and turns it into energy and usable compost/soil) to create an 
environmentally sustainable place for live/work/play.

 In this studio we will study and visit several of these manufacturers to understand their processes and markets. 
We will research, survey, and analyze several Chicago planned manufacturing districts and select one as the site of our 
project. 
 Working in teams of two, we will propose specific programs for mixed use development: make, live, learn and 
meet. We will discuss the relationship to and compatibility of the proposed projects to existing city infrastructure including 
transportation, utilities and schools. We will research viability of different housing types and commercial development for 
inclusion. 
 Teams will develop conceptual designs for their mixed use proposal including strategies for sustainability, 
performance and constructability.


