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STUDIO TOPIC: ADAPTIVE REUSE 
Bronzeville Dream Center 
 
Introduction 
Regeneration and repurposing of existing buildings is one of the most 
effective strategies for minimizing embodied energy consumption, 
carbon emissions, resource use, habitat disturbance, and construction 
waste disposal. Not only are higher costs for new materials avoided, 
but also the initial carbon impacts from construction are greatly 
diminished. The positive environmental impact can be even greater 
when combined with integrating new sustainable technology into an 
adaptive reuse solution. 
 
The reuse of structures from another age is also beneficial to regional 
communities. Many cities face issues of locally high levels of 
uninhabited and neglected buildings, Chicago included. The 
environment of a city or neighborhood can be significantly improved by 
adaptive reuse and inhabitation. Reuse of existing structures supports 
the historical continuity of place and can help to reinforce and sustain 
the fabric of a community.  
 
Project Description 
This studio will engage in the design and development of an urban community services hub in collaboration with Bright 
Star Community Outreach. The Bronzeville Dream Center (BDC), inspired by NATAL in Israel, will serve Chicago with 
counseling and other social services aimed at minimizing the negative factors that cause violence while providing 
protective influences that strengthen community. The BDC will focus on four services: counselling, mentorship, parenting 
and workforce development. 
 
The program includes both public and private spaces (retail, counseling center, educational and recreational spaces, staff 
offices and a rooftop cafe). The site for the project is located at 4522-8 S. Cottage Grove Ave. in the Cottage Grove 
Heights neighborhood. The existing three-story 26,250 square foot reinforced concrete frame structure was initially 
constructed as an armory. An adjacent empty lot to the north is part of the development site. 
 
Educational Objectives 
 To sensitize the student to evaluation methods for existing buildings 
 To introduce the student to retrofit design problems and solutions 
 To create an understanding of the impact of building features and systems on energy consumption 
 

Studio Format 
The semester will begin with a comprehensive audit and analysis of the existing building. This work will include on site 
measuring, data collection and interviews with the project clients and users. The studio will produce architectural “as built” 
drawings of the existing building and summarize current building performance.  
 
Students will then develop individual proposals for the given program. Individual preliminary design ideas will be 
presented to the client for review and selection of final strategies to be fully developed. The development of the final 
design will occur in a team problem-solving environment. Once the overall structure of the proposals has been 
established, design and documentation suitable for publication and submission to the client will be generated.  
 
RESOURCES: 
Bright Star Community Outreach: http://brightstarcommunityoutreach.com 
Existing Building Renewal Initiative: http://www.betterbricks.com/design-construction/existing-building-renewal-initiative 
Deep Energy Retrofit Resources and Examples: https://www.powerofaction.com/media/pdf/der_examples.pdf 
Rocky Mountain Institute: Retrofit Depot: http://retrofitdepot.org/ 


