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This studio is an examination of density and of relationships at multiple scales.  It’s a projection of a prototype that will revital-
ize and transform a piece of Chicago.  The studio will look at the political, economic, historic and cultural factors that led to 
Bronzeville’s rise and fall - and how those factors will shape its future. 

This interactive urban plan will contain dwelling units, but also will include and knit in its surrounding context to provide program 
complementary to housing.  The studio will investigate what sorts of complementary programs are required for the future urban 
dwellers as they look to raise families and grow old in the urban context.

The exploration of hybridization of multiple program typologies will allow for the creation of experiences and synergies that 
would otherwise not exist. Each typology supports the other physically, spatially, socially, and economically. This dynamic prompts 
new events and consequences to produce community engagement and urban growth.  This studio will focus on Smart Growth 
Principles and will use the constraints of building codes and zoning ordinances, urban planning principals, green and sustainable 
systems along with structural and mechanical systems to inform the design and making of a neighborhood plan and coordinated 

A Mixed-Use Intervention 
A Hybrid Housing Typology in Bronzeville, Chicago

housing and community support typologies.

`
 

Who needs affordable housing?

More people than you might realize. The economic expansion of the 1990s obscured certain trends and statistics that point to an 
increased, not decreased, need for affordable housing. The generally accepted definition of affordability is for a household to pay 
no more than 30 percent of its annual income on housing. Families who pay more than 30 percent of their income for housing are 
considered cost burdened and may have difficulty affording necessities such as food, clothing, transportation and medical care. 
An estimated 12 million renter and homeowner households now pay more then 50 percent of their annual incomes for housing. 
The lack of affordable housing is a significant hardship for low-income households preventing them from meeting their other 
basic needs, such as nutrition and healthcare, or saving for their future and that of their families.

It took the Great Depression for the Federal government to enter the housing market on a broad scale - the primary motivation 
of which was to not to help the poorest of the poor, but to stimulate an economy in which anyone could lose their home and 
become poor overnight.  This housing wasn’t envisioned as permanent in the sense that generation after generation of the same 
families would live in it - but to help families move up the ladder toward economic opportunity and the middle class.
But that all began to change with the urban renewal movement, which swept through American cities beginning in the 1930’s 
and flourished in immediate post-war America.  Urban renewal was part of a broader intellectual and legal movement that be-
lieved that experts could re-engineer society - eliminating poverty and other social ills.  The irony was, it wasn’t that the housing 
units were substandard - not at first, anyway. Not in comparison to what they had replaced.  It was the communities themselves 
that were substandard.  With no semblance of walkability or human scale, the built environment and location conspired to discon-
nect residents from schools, jobs, transportation, and, above all, opportunity.

It is the premise of this studio that all individual housing proposals must be addressed holistically within the larger urban context. 
Students are asked to not only provide a residential proposal for the project site, but suggest a strategic development vision that 
outlines key components to their urban design vision. Components include: urban connections, density standards, public trans-
portation, diversity of housing typologies, public spaces, sustainable strategies, neighborhood identities.
 


