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The things that we create and build have a very 
real effect on the local and global well-being of our 
surroundings. As architects, we have an inherent 
responsibility to produce a built environment 
that works in harmony within the social and 
ecological context that it affects.  This studio will 
focus on creating a building and landscape that 
is responsive to these conditions, with a primary 
emphasis on environmentally tuned enclosure and 
structural systems.  

Building Harmony 
Sustainable Transit Oriented Development

In terms of humanity’s effect on our environment, very few natural resources have been strained as much as our 
waterways.  In the past, many of our rivers have been primarily used as a conduit for industrial goods and waste. In the 
urban context, this has led to the riverfront becoming mostly occupied by large, unclean, industrial complexes.   Over time 
the river system has become an undesirable place to be for a multitude of reasons. This, in turn, has had a striking effect 
on the way we perceive our rivers.  However, with the decline of large industry within the more dense parts of the city and 
a growing need to make use of ‘left over’ space within the urban fabric; we are now beginning to turn our attention back to 
this great natural amenity.  Our studio project will take a piece of this under utilized land on the river to create a space for 
a community that is in need of connection to its surroundings. 

The program for our project will be a medium sized Transit Oriented Development.  Situated along the south branch of 
the Chicago River at 2955 S. Ashland Ave., our TOD will facilitate as a connection point between transit, business, park 
space, the river, and the local residential community.  Within this TOD will be a community center, retail, and connection 
to train, bus, and water transportation.  The site is constrained by Ashland Ave., train lines and the river. Connection to the 
surrounding businesses and community will be a prime focus in planning the projects’ development.

We will begin the semester by doing research in teams on existing, and emerging, enclosure and structural technologies.  
Investigation into variables such as water conservation, natural ventilation, daylighting, embodied energy, locality, and 
thermal value of materials/assemblies will provide a base for the design of individual projects.  Each student will then use 
this aggregated knowledge to create a design of their own.


