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Brief: 
 
Architecture shapes us and shapes our world. Modern urban design and contemporary architecture offer a tremendous opportunity to explore a 
variety of living options for young people through investigation of the surprisingly complex program of individual, multi-person, or possibly 
shared living spaces, site options, materials, details and construction technologies.   

There are many options for young people living in the city whether they be college students living away from home or working a first job and 
trying to clarify a direction, or maybe having just graduated from college and finally on their own. Colleges offer dorms and various other safe 
and sanctioned housing arrangements, but once you graduate or maybe during gap periods, arrangements connected to the college or 
university do not offer the kind of freedoms and networking that fits. Common social and amenity spaces are important but privacy is also very 
important. Food, exercise and a place to make things are essential, but a place where a young person can say “I live here” rather than “We live 
here” is also very important. 

The neighborhood is also critical. How a building engages with the neighborhood is as important as how the building engages with the 
individual. Functional considerations like bikes and cars, winter and summer, heating and air conditioning, maintenance, etc. are all critical to a 
good design. 

Housing comes in many types and shapes, but it can be categorized. Urban mixed use buildings (housing plus ground floor commercial for 
instance)  have a number of design approaches but a very typical typology is a podium building; ground floor steel or concrete separated from 
the upper floors with cast or precast concrete floor, and a rather conventional precast, prefabricated, masonry or framed multi-story apartment 
building above.  

This studio is going to explore a podium typology that will be a mixed-use building with a use of your choice on the ground floor and housing 
above. The idea is to take on a number of guidelines, restrictions, rules, and limitations and then see if we can not only figure out how to build 
this building type, but also see how creative we can be within the framework and restrictions that we set up. 

 
Project Description 
 
We will deal with the complexity of the urban condition on different scales, and the relationship of the living environment in general and the 
individual dwelling in particular. The studio will focus on different layers of collectiveness and privacy, material and environment, and design 
and fabrication. 
 
Topics to be addressed include the:  
 

(a) facilitation of diversity as a result of mixed-use designs,  
(b) high density building schemes,  
(c) sustainability in relationship to spatial configurations,  
(d) interrelations between the private realm of the dwelling and the public spaces of the city. 

 
Research and design are an integral part of the studio work. Research work is at the service of the design and includes speculative issues of 
housing design as well as site-specific exercises and programmatic analyses.   
 
We’ll create a studio classification system of typologies for living at multiple scales.  We’ll explore the potential of the floor plan, or resting and 
moving through space - the sensory experience of its rooms and how they connect people to the outside.   This tool - developed collectively 
during the first few weeks of the studio - will be used throughout the semester.   Particular qualities of a residential building will be studied and 
categorized into various systems based on the building’s: (a) path from the city to the home, (b) access to outdoor space, ( c) organization of 
spaces from highly social to extremely private, and (d) the synthesis of these traits into a cohesive whole. 


