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A public parking garage is a very clear and honest building typology.   
It’s criteria are clear, strict and simply unavoidable.  It’s purpose is 
obvious.  Provide utility, and more often than not they do so for profit.   

In 2005, Robert Wennet and Herzog DeMeuron teamed up to rethink 
this conventional typology, and in 2010 opened 1111 Lincoln Road, a 
mixed used parking facility that combined multiple for-profit institu-
tions into a single structure.  Retail, event space, and parking come to-
gether to form a new typology, a typology that the metropolis should 
continue to rethink and embrace.  Chicago needs one of these.  

Over the last 5 years, over 3000 new rental units have been built or 
are under construction in the River North neighborhood of Chicago.  
Over 10 new 20+ story high-rises have been developed, almost all 
of them on existing surface parking lots, and almost all of them with 
less parking stalls than units by half.  While there is no question our 
culture and our cities should be focused on alternative transportation 
strategies and improving pedestrian, bicycling and public transporta-
tion utilities, improving technologies and strategies for the use of the 
automobile should be equally invested in.  Automobile makers are 
doing their part, and architects should continue to do theirs. 

RAMPS AND RULES
Urban Hybrid /Mixed Use Parking Garage Structure 

This studio will approach the terms comprehensive and institution through the rethinking of one of the most honest 
building typologies, the parking garage.  We will start with the most fundamental rules and criteria and not devi-
ate from them to understand what freedoms exist, and then we will hybridize the program to refine the typology.  
This typology has the potential to be an agent in our communities (as opposed to an eyesore) by contemplating the 
parking lot as a transit hub, a social connector or an art piece.    

The studio will seek a roughly 40,000sf urban site in River North or the West Loop to construct our Hybrid Parking 
Garage.  The simplicity of the program and the specificity of the constraints will afford us the ability to explore the 
essential building systems and design processes in extreme detail.  For the planning of the garage, we will work with 
local architects familiar with parking garage design, and structure and materiality will be explored through hands on 
workshops and with structural engineers.  Construction ready details will be prepared for portions of the building, 
and contributing building systems such as vertical transportation and lighting design will also be developed.   

RESOURCES:
http://www.1111lincolnroad.com/
http://www.archdaily.com/59266/1111-lincoln-road-herzog-de-meuron
https://www.herzogdemeuron.com/index.html
http://www.walkerparking.com/


